
 

  

We wish you and your families a wonderful 

and prosperous New Year!! 

     We will continue to publish our Newsletter  bi

-monthly in 2025. As always our focus will be to 

publish articles that are informative and of inter-

est to you.  

     In this January 2025 Issue we feature a look back at 2024 and how 

Post 3261 worked with our partners to support our members, their 

families, and the community in a variety of community events.  

     Highlighted in this Issue is the Post 3261 Veterans Job Fair which 

featured job opportunities from more than thirty employers. Also included 

is the City of Gardena Veterans Day Celebration held in conjunction 

with the Post 3261 Community Cookout. Additionally, our Post submit-

ted essays by two local high school students to the VFW Voice of De-

mocracy Scholarship program which offers more than $2 million dollars 

in scholarships and incentives to 57,000 students annually.  

     Also highlighted is the partnership between Post 3261, the L.A. Air 

Force Base and the City of Gardena in the Helping Heroes Program, a 

helping hand program to provide donations of food, grocery gift cards and 

toys to military families from the L.A. Air Force Base. Helping Heroes ad-

dresses “food insecurity which is prevalent in California including military 

members and their families, especially during the holiday season.”  We 

were happy to assist our military families, but it was disappointing to learn 

of the food insecurity of our military members and families at our local Air 

Force Base, a Base from which I retired some years ago.  

     I would like to thank Stephany Santin, Director of Recreation and 

Human Services and her great staff for ensuring the success of the 

“Helping Heroes” program. Also, Ms. Santin generously led the charge 

in organizing the Food Drive in record time ensuring our military families  

had a wonderful Christmas. I can’t forget Jackie Arcos, Community Ser-

vice Counselor, who picked up donated food supplies from various loca-

tions and set up the display including gift cards which totaled over $8,000.  

And a big “thank you” to Ms. Miesje Scott-Evans, Work Life Consultant Mili-

tary & Family Readiness, Los Angeles AFB, CA, who informed us of the 

needs of our military families and the opportunity to support them through 

“Helping Heroes”.     

THANK YOU to all of our members, volunteers, supporters, and part-

ners who helped Post 3261 make 2024 a year of giving back!! 
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CANTEEN 

Open Monday—Sunday 

2 — 10 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BINGO WEDNESDAY 

Open @ 4:30 PM 

Starts @ 6:30 PM 

 

Menu: 

Hot Dogs | Hamburgers  

Cheese Toast | Patty Melt  

Taco Salad | French Fries  

Desserts:  Brownies &  

Pineapple Upside  

Down Cake  

 
RENT THE HALL FOR  

YOUR NEXT PARTY OR 

EVENT! 

(Capacity: 250 Persons)  

Security Deposit is $500  
(Required to hold the date)  

 

Friday & Saturday $2,200  

(Bar closes at midnight)  
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Visit our website at vfw3261.org 

to access past Newsletter Issues.  

COMMANDERôS COMMENTS 

James ñJimmy Cò Carradine, Post Commander 
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POST 3261 MAY 2024 VETERANS JOB FAIR   

 

 

Post 3261 Veterans Job Fair Post Members and Supporters  
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Our Veterans were Honored at the City of Gardena  

Veterans Day Service in 2024 
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Veterans Day Service Keynote Speaker,   

  Lt. Abby L. Harris, Los Angeles Air Force Base 

 
     Lt Abby L. Harris was born in Alexandria Virginia on Sept 1, 
2001. From a young age she showed an interest in science and 
mathematics and developed a fascination with atoms and par-
ticles in her sophomore year of high school. In the spring of 
2018 she received an Air Force ROTC scholarship to study 
Physics at the University of George Mason while completing 
her ROTC requirements at the University of Maryland.  

    In 2023 she was commissioned as a 2nd Lt in the US Air 
Force as a Physicist/ Nuclear Engineer. She is currently sta-
tioned at Los Angeles Air Force Base in El Segundo, CA as part 
of the Evolved Strategic SATCOM (ESS) program. Lt Harris 
serves as the ESS Space Resiliency IPT Lead ensuring ESS is 
capable of responding to the threats faced by near peer adver-
saries now and in the future.  

     In her free time Lt Harris is an active member of the LA 
Rugby Club and occasionally plays with the Air Force rugby 
team. Additionally, she is an avid gamer and uses the hobby to 
stay connected with her friends and family back in Virginia.  

 

 

 
 

 

Post 3261 joined with the City of Gardena in the 2024 Veter-

ans Day Service to  Honor our  Veterans.  

Jimmy C Carradine, Post 3261 Commander, Lt. Abby L. 

Harris; Steve Moriyaya, Post 1961 Commander 

Lt. Abby L. Harris, U.S. Air Force; Jimmy C  

Carradine, Post 3261 Commander; City of Gardena 

Mayor Tasha Cerda 
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Pictured: Buck Grayson and other Post 3261 

members and volunteers 

 

Post 3261 hosted a fun  

Cookout in conjunction with 

the City of Gardena Veterans 

Day Service. 

 

 

 

Volunteers enjoyed 

the Post 3261  

Cookout! 



 

POST 3261 Sponsored two students 
in the VFW Voice of Democracy Scholarship Program. 

Since 1947, the Voice of Democracy has been the Veterans of Foreign Warsõ (VFWõs) premier 
scholarship program. Each year, nearly 57,000 high school students from across the county com-
pete for more than $2 million in scholarships and incentives. Students compete by writing and 
recording an audio essay on an annual patriotic theme. Each applicant was required to submit an 
essay under this yearõs theme, Is America Today our Forefathers' Vision? 

DISTRICT DEPARTMENT AWARDS 

¶ The first-place winner at the state competition will receive a check for $2,000.00.  

¶ Each of the four other finalists will receive a check for $1,000.00.  
§ The remaining District winners will each receive a check for $500.00.  

 Each first place Department (state) winner is brought to Washington, D.C. in February to enjoy 

the nation’s capital and compete for $171,000 in national college scholarships— first place receiv-

ing $35,000. Each state winner will receive at least $1,000 at the national level. 

POST 3261 WINNERS: Post 3261 submitted two applicants to the Voice of Democracy Scholar-
ship Program.  The applicants received 1st and 2nd place scholarship awards from Post 3261 
and will also compete for the District Department Awards.  

First Place Winner ($125): Mischa P. Smith. Mischa is 16 years old and in the 11th grade at the 

Girls Academic Leadership Academy in Los Angeles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Place Winner ($75): Hailey I. Kayode. Hailey is 14 years old and in the 9th grade at Ven-

ice High School in Los Angeles. 
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Post 3261 joined Community Partners and the Los Angeles 

Air Base to Support the Helping Heroes Program.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

т 

JANUARY 2025  



 у 

JANUARY 2025  

у 

Helping Heroes Community Partners 
Los Angeles Air Force Base 

 

Post 3261 Awarded veterans Achievement Awards in 2024 

Warmest Greetings to you all, I trust this email finds you in a positive mindset.  

 òIn all things give thanks.ó 

 I cannot express the gratitude I feel for each of you, other helping agencies, and all who sup-
ported the food drive initiative. My hope is that your lives are touched in the greatest ways you 
desire, that love and joy fill your homes, and your families are kept safe for many, many years 
to come. 

Because of your dedication to this project, and the overwhelming responses, our organization, 
Friends of the Airmen and Family Readiness were able to assist not only the 200 identified mili-
tary families, but 73 additional Department of Defense Civilian families, and the installationõs 
food pantry (opening soon). All who received items displayed immense gratitude, some even 
having emotional reactions to the much-needed aid.  

 From the bottom of my heart, and everyone on my team, THANK YOU. 

 I look forward to collaborating with you again in 2025. Have a bright, prosperous, and happy 
New Year! 

 Very Respectfully, 

Miesje Scott-Evans 

Military & Family Readiness  

61 FSS/FSH, Los Angeles AFB, CA 

 

A Note of Appreciation from Miesje Scott -Evans, Los Angeles Air Force Base: 
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Post 3261 Acknowledged with Veterans  

Appreciation Certificates in 2024 

Congresswoman Maxine 

Waters,  

U.S. House of  

Representatives 

Holly Mitchell,  

L.A. County Board  

of Supervisors, 2nd District 
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VFW POST 3261 OFFICERS  

Commander – James ”Jimmy C” Carradine  

Senior Vice Commander – Anthony Dixon  

Junior  Vice Commander - Larry “Skip” Anglin  

Quartermaster – Norman “Norm” Chibana  

Chaplain - Anthony Dixon  

1st Year Trustee – Fermyn J. Archer  

2nd Year Trustee – Robert J. Galda  

3rd Year Trustee – Elvin Carter 

Adjutant – Norman “Norm” Chibana  

Service Officer – Larry “Skip” Anglin  
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